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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. CONN-265

LOCEWOOD-MATHEWS MANSION, EIM PARK

Address: Veterang' Memorial Park (southessi corner of
Vesi Avenue end Butler Street) Norwallk, Fairfield
County, Connecticut

Pregent Owmer: City of Norwalk

Present Occupant: City of Norwslk Planning Commission, Redevelopment

Authority and other civic agencies.

PBresent Use The buildinb is presently used for offices and

storage, but will soon be demolished.

I Statement This is a large ond interesting exemple of the

Sisnificence: mansions built in the United States in the second

hel?f of the nineteenth century, and is the largesit
private house dészigned by the srchitect, Detlefl
Lienau (1818-1847).

PHYSICAL HISTORY

Brie
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PanT 1.
A,
B.
C.
D,
.

Originsl and subscquent ovmers: Bullt for LeGrand Lockwood,
who died in 1872. Sold 1o Charles D. Mathews in 1876. In
the Mathews family until 1939 when it was leased to the City
of Norwalk. Purchased by the city in 1941.

Date of erection: 1864/%5 to 1868,
BArchitecti: Detlef Lienau.

Originel plans and early photographs: Undated drawings of

the house, and early phoiographs are in the Liensu Collection
in the Avery Library, Columbia University, Few York. Porifolic
I¥ No. 16 includes: one study, seven working drawings, and

one gtudy for the gabte lodge.

Sources of informetion: HN. Y. Iimes, August 5, 1867, ¢.5,
col. 3,

Adveriisement in a New York newspaper, March 1873, Lienay,
D. 18,

rFdveritisement, sourscce anknown. City Plamming Commission
(Lockwood-Hethews ilansion), Norwaelk, Conn.

A, J. Bloor, *Yfnnusl Address," A,T1.2, Proceedinss (1876), p.28.
The Reverend Charles i, Sclleck, Norwalk (Norwalk; 1895)
op. 213-214.

Flsie Hicholas Danenberg, The Romance of Norwelk {Hew York;
1929) p. 314. :

Zeecent clippings, no:welh Hour. Courtesy Mr. Pefer Collins;
also report of talk glven by the writer to the Kiwanis Club
of Norwall, Merch 4, 1954, ibid., iarch 5, pp. 1-2.
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Bditoriel, Mark, August 18, 1956, P. 12. Courtesy Hobert Xoch.
Ellen W. Kramer, "Detlef Liensu, an Architect of the Brown
Decades," Jdournal of the Scciety of Architectural Higtorians,
XIV (March, 1955).

Eilen W. Kremer, The Domestic 2rchitecture of Detlef Iienau,
a_Congervative Victorien, PhD. dissertation, Hew York
University (1958).

PART II. SUPPLEWENTAL MATERIAL

A. The following iz Trom a printed advertlsement of the house
dated 1874 in the files of the City Planning Commission,
Korwalk:

Elm Park--South Norwalk, Conn.

SITUATICH~-GROUNDS, &C

Elm Park is sibuated on Long Island sound, abouib midwey between the
villages of Horwalk and South Norwalk, three-fourths of a mile from
cach. The grounds consist of about 25 scres, with a frod on West
avenue of about 1,200 feet. This fronit, and 150 feeb on the scuth
side, is inclosed with zn ornamental wroughi-iron fence four feel high,
set upon & cut grenite base. Remaining sides are inclosed as follows:
south side, from end of iron fence to Pine Island Cemetery, €50 feei,
yire fence; adjoining cemetery, 825 feet, tight board fence; on east
sidc, from cemetery 1o shop, 400 feel, stone well leid in cement, four
feet high, surmounted by a picket fence of wood, threc feet high; from
the shop to the angle on Butler street, 600 fest, granite wall, cut
face, laid in cement eznd covered with cut coping of prenite; the top
of this wall is nine feet above gerden; from Butler sireet to VWest
avenue, 600 feet of tight board fence. _

The grounds are not fully 1aid out, but the drives shown on the map
are well-constructed and in good condition. The garden, conbaining
aboub wwo acres, 1s laid out in sgueres with graveled walks and box
borders, and is well stocked with cholce varieties of hardy fruit itrees.

Adjoining the garden is s grepery and potting houge, 30 feet by 190
feet, a hot house for plants, 63 feeb by 33 fect, o forcing house for
planta, 16 feet %y 80 feet, and a2 sprouting house, 42 feet by 67 feet.
ALl theset /sic_/ buildings are consbrueted in the most perfect mamner.

The mzin entrance Lo the grouds /sic/ is from West avenue through
crngmantal wrought-iron gates hung upon cut granite coluans. The
lodze el the gete, 25-1,/2 feet by 37 feet, is bullt in the Rural Gothic
gtyle, of coursed granite, rock face. Ii is one end one-half story,
with ccllar under whole bullding. The pripcipzal floor contegins three
large rooms and buller's paniry. Second floor three large and one
small chamber and bath room and wgter-closet.

The nrineipal and second floors are all finished in hard wood olled
and oolished, and the ceilings and side walls are oil frescoed in itaste-
ful manner. Near the lodge 1s & building, 13 feet by 20 feet, bullt
of granite rubble snd fitted up as a summer kitchen for lodge.
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MANSION, BUIIDINGS, &C.

The mansion is built of broken aghlar of smooth cul granite. The
carriage-viay leads through a port cdéchere of carved granite., The. front
door opening from this is of black walnut, carved and moulded and hsas
bronze trimmings.

The vestibule floor laid in gattern with foreigh mearble, wainscot
of American black walnut with English walnut panels, highly polished,
the celling of plaster is groined, and together with the side walls
is olil frescoed,

The hall fleor iald in patiern with Italian marble, wsinscot and
woodwork is of Americen and English welnut, with panels of Italian
werble, theceiling is of plasier peneled and is supported upon polished
columng of Italian marble with porphyry bases, the celiling snd sgide
wells are oil frescoed, the mantel is of black walnus, cerved snd in~
laid, and the fire place igs of Ibslian marble.

?he Rotunda floor ig parguetry formed of five different woods laid
in geometrical patbern, wainscot and other woodwork is of Americen and
English walnut with polished panels and hand carved mouldings, the
mantel ig of walnut carved and inleid with box wood, and the fire place
is of Iislian marble.

A gallery runs around the rotunde at the level of the second [loor,
the railing of this gallery is formed of alternaite balusters of carved
and inlaid black welnut, end of bronze, the reil is of black walnut
and is surmounted with light resils covered with red plush supported
in gilded standards, the front of the gsllery is peneled to matoh the
wailnscot of first {loor. Gellery floor is laid with black welnut =and
ash, in olternate sbtrips. The ceiling of the rotunda is arched forming
a dome in the center of which at 2 height of forty-one zid a2 half feet
frrom the prineipel floor iz & siy light of zround glass., The dome end
side wolle ere oil frescoed.

The Library flocr is parquebry of five different woods laid in
geometrical pabtern, the wailnscob and woodwork is of Americen and Inglish
walnut with pollished steel trimmings, the mantel is of cerved and
moulded walnut, the celling is psneled with black wainulb with plaster
centers rcocoed, the cornice is of walnut and frescoed plaster, The
gide walls are richly papered. The congervatory opens from the library.
The floor is laild with encaustic tile, and the covering is of steined
glass. The c¢loset opening from the librery is fitted with book-cases
of black walnub.

The rmusic room--the floor is of white pine and reguires a carpetb.
The woodvwork is of bird's cyc maple with rosewcod mouldingg, and is
inledid in delicate palttern with chony and boxwood., The doors have
cbony panels inlaid with boxmood in petiern and figures. The mould-
lngs are lacquered snd zilded. The mentel and fire place are of Tioalian
statuary marble, cerved. The ceiling is paneled and, together with the
cornice and side walls, is beaublfully frescoed in ¢il.

The drawing roorm--the floor requires a carpet. The woodwork is of
rosewood inlald with boxwood, ebony end cedsr of Lebanon, in designs.
The mouldings are hand carfed and giided. The doors sre of rosewood
inlaid same as obher woodwork, and the panels are ornanenied with
bronze medallions. The centerpliece of the celling is an oil painting
12 Teet by 16 feet on canves by Golland. The rest of the ceiling is
poneled end, together with the cornice and side wells, 1 elegantly

frescoed.
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The card room opens from the drawing room., The floor reguires =
cerpet. The wainscot and woodwork are of bird's eye maple with boxweood
npancls and exquisite ebony marqueblry. The mouldings are of mahopany
end Spenish cedar, end the base-board of English walnut, The mentel
is of wood, carved and mouided to mateh woodworl., The ceiling is arched,
paneled and frescoed in artistic representations of birds and flowers.
The side walls are ornamented with fine fresgcoes reprecenting music,
painting and poetry.
The dining room floor reguires a carpet. 7The woinscot and woodwork
are of cak paneled with cedar of Lebanon and with Bouldings of American
black walnut. The mantel is of cak carved and moulded snd supporited
on figures of carved cak. There are three large mirrors in this room,
one over the maniel and one on each side of the bay-window. The ceiling
is peneled snd frescoed, a2s are the cornice and side walls,
Opening from the dining-room is a fire and burgler nroof vault for
gilver. In two corners of the dining room ere statlionary buffets of
carved and Inlald osk. Fran the dining-room through e hall is the
vutler's pantry, kitchen pantry, kitchen laundry, ete. 211 these are
fitted up with hard wood floors, and woodwork of yellow pine and walnut
end heve all the modern convenlences. The walls and ceilings are painted.
The billiard roomg have parguetry floors of five different woods,
wainscot and woodwork of ok with ash panels and black walnubl mouldings,
the mentel of wood carved and moulded to mateh the woodwork, the cellings
are paneled and with the cornices and side walls ave oll Irescoed. The
wash-room opening from billiard room is fitted up in hawd wood in best
style,
The main stalrcase has treads and risers of black walnui, carved
and inlaid black walnui newel posts, reil and balusters of American
black walnut carved and inleid with boxwood and English welnut, the
gtrings have panels of English walnut inlaid with box wood and =bony.
The waingeot on gtair Landing and from there to second floor, is of
fmerican Black walnut with Englicsh walnut pencls inlaid with box wood
nd ehony.
Servantg! staircase has treads and risgers of ogic snd sawed scroll
balustrade of oak with black walnui rail, wainscot Lo match balusirade.
The height of ceilings on principal floor is fiftewn fect.
The floor of hall sround gallery on sgecond floor ig of yellow pine
end black walnut leid in alternate strips, the woodwork is of English
welnut, the walls and cellings are frescoed.
Chamber "AY and dyessing-room "BY, woodwork is red cedsr with rosce~
viond mouldings and the doors sre inleid with cedar of Lobeanon and walnut.
In the dresging-room is a wood mantel cerved and mouvlded to metch the
wooducrk, slso & wash-siand with Itelisn wmerble sleb.  Upening fraom
the dressing-room is 2 bath-roon and waler closed, filied up in the
best giyle. Cellings and side walls of all thesc roons gre oll frescoed.
Chamber "C" woodwork of blrdseye maple with rosewood mouldings, mantel
of Itelian marble carved and inlaid, the ceiling peneled aznd together
with the copnice and side walls oil fragcoed.
The small vroom in dtowexr opening from this chamber is it
oo and black walnut, the celling iz arched and with the 5i
Lo beautifvlly frescoed. The bath-room opening from chowber "CV hag
ooy gnd woodwork of herd vwood, and is furnighed with wegh-sbend,
Tholian marbie sleb, water-cloget and path-tub 211 fivied up in best
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Chamber "D" wocdwork is of oak with lacquered and gilded moulding,
the door psnels sre of oak inlaid with box wood and ehony, mentel of
wood carved end moulded io match woodwork, and with porphyry panels
and fire place.

Chember "E" woodwork is of oak and cherry mantel of wood paneled
and moulded to match, washstand with Ttalian marble slab, encased in
vak, celling, cornice and side walls oll frescoed.

Chamber "F," woodwork is of oak and black walnut, mantel of wood
carved and moulded to correspond with other woodwork, wash-stand has
Tteilan/sic_/ marble slab. Ceiling, cormice and side walls all oil
frescoed,

Chembers "G,¥ "H" and "I," woodwork is of red cedar with lacquered
mouldings, the mentels are wood carved and moulded: ceilings, cornices
and side walls are frescoed in oil. The heth-room opening from chamber
"Z," has hard wood floor, woodworlk of red cedar, pine and black walnut,
and 1s furnished with wash-stand, Italien marble slab, water-closet
and bath-tub. The dressing-room opening from chamber "H," is fitted
up in hard wood, wash-stand, marble slab in end, and closets and drawers
on side.

Chamber "K," amnd the suite of rooms comnected with it from YL o
0" inclusive, are fitted up in pine, grained and varnished., The
mantele are of hard weod, carved and moulded, celling and side walls
are oll frescoed. The bath-rcom is fitted with wash-stand and bath-
tub.

The ceilings on second floor are 12 feet high.

The second snd third fleoors of servants'! quarters are fitted up in

ine with mahogany mouldings. The wells are painied and the mantels
are of marble.

The stalr case from second to third floor is seme as back stairs
from principsl to second flcor.

The third floor, main building, is fitted up throughoul in pine with
mehogeny moulding. &11 wash-stands have marble slabs and, together
with the bath-tubs, ete., are fitted up in best mammer. The mantels
are all of marble.

The attic in roof is ell plastered and painted, but is not divided
into rooms. There is a cellar under the whole building, containing
a bowling alley, a fire and burglar proof vault, wine cellar, coal
bins, ebe.

There is an electric burglar slsrm comnected with sll the exterior
doors and windows on principal and second floors. It has two indicetors,
one b the door of chamber "C" on second floor, and one at end of the
hall on seccond Lloor of servanis' quarters. There is an annunciator
at the kitchen deor with 23 bells cornecting with principal rooms.

There is an elevating Lift running from priacipel to third {leoor.

The windows throughout bullding are fitted with inside folding blinds
‘to maveh woodwork.,

211 glass throughout building is French plate. Roof of building
i1s covered with black slate snd iin.

The building is heated by steam. Gold's petent indireci radietion.
The cold air is brought into the celler, 1s there passed over stieam
rediavors and then distributed over the house through pipes controlled
by registers in esch room.
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There are four boilers for heating located in cellar.

The house throughcout is fitied with gas, as are all the other buillag-
ings on the premises, and 811 the driveways through the grounds are
lighted by lamps.

There is a reservolr belonging 1o the establichment, capable of
gtoring 20,000 gallons of water. It is gituated about one-half mile
from the house and is connected with it by a three inch cast iron pipe.

All bath-tubs and wash-stands ere supplied with hot and cold water,
and each wash-stsend has in addition a drinking founiain.

There is & distributing tank in the attic, with a capacity of 2,000
gallons, The water from the main flows into this tank, snd is then
digtrivuted over the house,

A1l the buildings on the premises are supplied wiih water.

A1l materials in the building are the very best and the workmanship
ig abgolutely perfect.

The outbuildings on the place are exicnsive, comprising the carriage
houge 50 feet by 70 feet, two story with stending shed 25 feet by 30
feet stable of coursegd granite. It contains stells for eight horses,
carriage and harness rooms, granary and hey loft, and gleeping-room for
coachman. It is all fitted up in best manner in hard wood. The ferm
gtable and gardener's cottage in one building, 35 feet by 56 feei, is of
wood, two stories, wiih cow-house underneath, The shop, two story, 24
feet by 30 feet, is built of granite, The farm coitage is built of wood,
26 feet by 36 feet, two story, with eellar under whole building. The ice-
house, 30 feet by 45 feet, is of wood.

B. The following is extracted from Ellen W. Kramer, The Domestic
Architecture of Deilef Lienau, a Congervative Viciorian,
pp. 183-196:

A Country Estiate:

Lockwood Mansion. South Norwalk, Connecticut, c. 186/4-68

Introduction

LeGrand Lockwood (1820-72)1 for whom the house was built, was a
nagtive zon of Norwalk whose family had been associated with the devel-
opment of the town since 1645. He was the head of one of Wall Street's
begt known end most reputable brokerage concerns. Lockwood had made g
fortune in stocks snd govermment bonds during the Civil War; he sunk part
of these furds into the purchage of larnd ang the consiruction of his
million dollar mansion in South Worwalk. From there he could easgily keep
in touch with his New York office, the Stock Exchange, and the several
other enterprises in which he had an interest, Lockwood wag active in
the development of early car lines in Norwalk (1£62) and New York; he
was on the board of several railrcad companies and the Pacific Mail
Steamship Company. The tracke of the Danbury Norwalk Railroad, of
which he was Vice President, rean direcily to the easgst of his property.
It was he who floated a $2,000,000 bond issue for the New York, New
Haven and Hariford 1line at a crucial moment of iig histery. In short,
LeGrand Lockwood was one of a new breed of men who emerged in ihis
period--the Wall Street tycoon ard railroad man. He was Norwalk's
firgt millicnaire and, while he was not in the seme category as
Cornelius Vanderbilt, he possessed certain gualiiies which the elder
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man lacked. Lockwood was, according to ell accounts, a man of con-
siderable personsl charm, well liked by all who knew him; he was
generous, public spirited and had the reputation of being a man of
his word--he was a gentieman. Unlike Jay Cooke, the famous finsncier
of the Civil War tc whom he was distantly related, Lockwood had en-
Joyed the benefits of a good education, exiensive travel abroad, ang
cultivated the role of a lover and petron of the aris and sciences.

Both as Norwalk's first millionaire and as a man of "baste,”

- Loclwood must have fell a ceriain obligation, srchitecturally speaking,
towerds the town of his birth. GQuite understandably, The house Liensau
designed for him was no piciuregque cottage retreat. If was a couniry
mansion In the grand manner, destilned to be the showplace of the com-
munity. Particular meniion was made of the house in an article in the
Hew York Times of August 5, 1867, deseribing the fine residences of
Horwall:

One of these, now in uthe courge of erection by Mr. Le Grand
Lockwood, . .will cost, with the grounds, nearly two millions
of dollers, and when completed, will stand with scarcely a
rival in the United Stales., The designs were furnished by
an eminent Turopean erchitect,who has planned many of the
palatial resideaces beyond the great pond Zsic_/é

The mistaken atiribution to Lienau of +the design of gread mansions
abroad 1s easily explained by The conscious aping of the French chabeau
tradition in the Lockwood mansicn, & point bo vhich we shall return,

The passage 1s guoted here primarily for two reasons: one, it wes
useful in dating the house (the sources are contradictory and the Lienau
drawings at Avery Library” are undated);: two, for iis ciatement re-
zarding the cost and relalive quality of the house.

First, the date of the manslion. We know thal TLockwood purchased the

most important parcels of land which constitubed ¥Elm Park, as the

ecgtate was called, between November 1863 and Q@rch of the following
vear, rounding it oub with purchases in 1865.7 We may assume that

the plans for the bullding were either furnished before Lienau's trip
to Eurcpe in the sgring of 1864 (one writer maintains thet construchtion
began thet spring)? or following his return, in which case the start

of congtruction would orobably heve been delayed vmtil the spring of
855,  tecording to tradi":,ion:8 the Lockwoods occupied the gate lodge
while avalting completion of the mangion. This is substontiated by
the listing of LeGrand Loclzrood, Jr., in Connecticut in the New York
directories of 1866/67. According to the seme source, Le(rand Lockwood,
Sr., moved from New York to Connecticut only in 1863, thus corrobora-
ting the Times article above which described the house s "in the course
of erection’ the swmer pefore. A date of 1864/65 4o 1868 would there-
fore cover the actual dates of congtruction of the various buildings on
the eshote, gsle lodge, gardoner's cotbage, main house, stables, cer-
~iaze house, grecnhouses, ete. If this seems s long Lime, we should
ranerber thet much of the material for house was imported Irom Europe;
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. +» + ; Lockwood is supposed to have travelled far snd wide in
search of materials for his house. Egyptian porphyry, Floreniine
marble carved to order in Italy, the rarest and Dest of domestic and
imported woods beautifully inlaid, huge mantels rich wiih carving--
these were mere details of interior decoration whiech indicate the
recherchd quality of planning and design which both the client and
architect put into the house. Consider, moreover, that the house con-
tained some nineteen bedrooms (including servants! rooms) on the second
floor alone, that it had fourteen bathrooms snd twelve water closets
(unheard of in those days even for a family with a half dozen children!),
a pleture gallery, not one but two comnecting billiard rooms, a private
theatre in the attic end a bowling alley in the basement., This des-
cendant of the Puritens was assuredly no asceiic, Jjudging by the cape-
elty of the wine cellar! The house was heated by two huge marine
boilers in the basement, now walled up; water was supplied by a private
spring located al some distance from the house and piped into a 2,000
gallon tank on the fourth story of the house. An annunciator at the
kitchen door had twenty-three bells comnecting with all the principal
rooms. There was a burglar alsrm connected tc every window and door
on the first two floors and a fire and burglar proof vault for silver
next to the dining room.

Description and Analysis

This fabulous house, deseribed by one writer as e "sumpitucus and
striking example of architectural invention,"lo was built like a fort-
ress. The outer walls rest on concrete foundations three feet thick;
the basement, entirely vaulted with briek arches, recalls North German
traditions whieh Lispau algo used in the house he buillt for his brother
Michael in 1872 igzﬁﬁersenl ang later advocated as an excellent method
of fire proofing. The walls were double; The outer of granite slabs
twenty inches thick, the imner of eight inch thick brick with an air
chamber of four inches between. The exterior granite facing, finely
cut, here and there shows signs of weathering. A rather ponderous porte
cochére with LeGrand's initials worked into the keystone in heraldie
fashion}? (an interesting detail which may be seen in Lienau's eleva-
tion drawing /Fig. 73_/) leads into the house. The mansion then builds
up gradually behind low flanking wingsl4 and high central gable to a
mansard roof finished off with an iron balustrade cof delicate Neo-Gree
design., The overall impression is decidedly reminiscent of the French
Renaissance cheteau traditicn which beth Lienau and his client must
have known at first hend and which was promoted by recent French pub-
licationsl® and restoration projects.

A preliminary study for the house, to modern eyes a far better
design than the one finally adopted, mekes clear the close relation-
ship to French tradition. The mansard roofs, dormer windows placed
immediately above the cormice line, the emphasis upon cormer quoining,
the tall chimmeys decorated with Lienaun's favorite bull's eye panels
(replaced in the executed design by banded chimneys), the effort to
meke a balanced compogition in spiie of uvnavoldable asymmetries--
these are all obviously French in origin. In the working drawings
certain significant changes were mede, presumedly at Lockwood's re-
quest: note the raising of the mansard to meke room for a fourth
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story, the elsboration of the pediments capping the second story
dormers and the incressed use of incised ornamentation on the dormers
and porie cochere. These changes bring to the building a certain
top-heaviness-~less readily epparent in photogrephs than in the actusl
building—-and a fussy qualiity which relates it more clesely to High
Vietorian taste. The conflict bebween Lockwoal s tendencies toward
nonumentallzation and displsy and Liensu's simpler, more ¢lassicel
tendencies resulis in z bullding which cannot be 01uad as an altogether
successiul exanple of eclectic design., There is a certain overelabora-
tion, a coarsenesg in detailing (also apparent in the inierior), a lack
of subordination of parts to the whole which again rims counter fo
modern criticel slandards, but was typical of the sesthetle of its own
period. One unusual motif, for which no exact parallels can be found,
degerves mention: +the introducticon of a sirongly projeciling horizon-
tal cornice in the gable Immedietely sbove the second gtory window.
This extremely manneristi device, whereby the pedimentsl scrollwork is
disengaged completely from the window of which it is ostensibly a part,
repeated in other parts of the house and in the gerdener's colijage,

had becn introduced by Lienau yesrs earlier in Gbe Kene villal® Sﬂml
lar motifs are found occasionally in French 17th centwry work where,
however, they are still used Lunctionally.l7 One wonders if the seg-~
mentalization of the gable, reflecied alzo in the transformation of

the funchlongl window lintel into a decorative horizontal band join-
ing with the surround, mey nol Wltimately reflect the influence of
tredilbional. North European (particulerly North Germsn: and Danish)
gable trecatments.

Other features of the exterior deserve mention as interesting ex-
oples of the amalgum of Buropean and American fraditions. The porch
(#ig. 74) encireling the soubhern side of the mension is one of its
mosy effective features and stoms, of course, from American, not
French, traditions. The cherming turrel capplng the octazonal oriel
at the southeast corner msy cgll to mind contemporary published French
work where, however, even in Gothiclzing houses, turrets were generally
used inn pairs to bring symmetry and focus o the facede rather than
as a single plciuresque accent as in the Norwalk novse.X8 In this re-
gpect Lienau again ig closer to American trediticns of the 1840s and
508 best 1llustreted by k., J. Davis' work, thoush one can also point
vo early French fraditions of aSjmmetry, 28 in the turreted chateaux
published by Victor Petiiv in Ch3teaux de France du XVe ef ¥VIe sidcles
(c1255).

In pLan (Fig. 75) the house represents en interesting comprise
betueon ¢ sbrongly exial centralized scheme and centrifugal tendeacles
towverd cpatial ewpansion and pleturesgue lrreguleority. The core of
the house 1s a large octagonal hall or voitunda, roofed over by a
double lantern, from which the vrooms radiate. This is 2 completcly
traditional scheme, known to «ll students of Serlio and Palladio.l¥
Developed very successfullv in France from vhe L7th cenbury on in the
chatesuy and mansions of the ylhg and the nobility and in & number

of inglish grest houscs,<d this +Wpe of plan had been populer in the
Unised Stotes from the early Hepublic on. The rotunda wlan had been
a favorité of Jefferson;<t La obe built a number of such houses;22
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Fisie Himball ﬂoted that partleuvlarly afber 1830 many Greek ReviVal
houses were bUiAB ground & central rotunda or saleoon of circeulsr or
polyrnonel shape. In the 1850s and 60s the central octasonal hall

usunlly took one of two forms: it either was an elongated rectangle
with souared off corners, as in examples in Lefever's Archifectural
i

ing

P

Instructor and Vauy g V;lla and Cottages,?4 or it was conceived as

& vruc octagon, as in two exemples by Slosan, one by Holly and one by
Hobbs, = Phllaue;phla architect .2 One shonld ncte that none of these
slans, with the exception of Hobos! project, an smbitious $150,000
scheme, even remotely spproached the gcale of the Lockwood rotunda,
vhose dimensions (32 x 38 feet) exactly corresponded to those of
Palladio's Vills Caprs (35 x 35 feet). In the Norwallr house the ro-
tunds, precedsed by an impressive marble vestibule and flanked to the
lefd by & grend staircase, hes something of the flavor of a public
hell in a municipel bullding, as is apparent from a photograph of

$he interior (Fig. 76). T4 is biz, impressive, grand--but hardly
cosy in the sense of the living hall type plen dLthopcu in the 7Y0s.
Porheps the only privete house with ceniral rotunda in itnis countbry
1o Lo thig time wh¢ch.au 81l approaches the scale of the Lockvood
cxermple ig Stevens! Castle, built considerably eaf1ie~; wirich has
heen mentioned in connﬂcv*or with the Coaucnet villa.@5 ‘Ynhile the
Paliadian tradition and local fmerican veriations on the rotunda thene
are certainly POSt importent for furnishing ugs with the immediabe back-
ground of the Lockwood plan, 1t iso 1nterest1nﬁ'uo note thet the large
open central spaca was glao & recurrent feature of contemporary North
German house plans. Usually scuere or rectangular, bulb cccasionally
ortagonal , the central gailery or hell was aften ag large or larger
than the reception and {amily rooms, 27 am is the case here elso.

enau uged a large rectengulsy ”al1cr* in Duneck, his brother's

Louqe in Uiersen (TLg 82), but agein, none of the Germer exemples
compares In scale with Elm Park. For comparable dirensions we have
to leolr elsewhore, to the lgrge ITtelisn villas published by Petit

in his Villas cosmopolites.

IT the plan is vaguely Palladian, cne should note that Lienau in-
tenitionally broke with the tradivion of perfect symmetry snd balance
aggociaved with this concept. lh@ basic rectengular outline, usually
rigidly maintained in Gexman cxamples, is repeaibedly broken by
polyoonal excrescescences, expressed in bay windows, the corner iurret,
the encirceling veranda, the conservatory, eic. The sense of snace
as o gelf contained unit, of gymnmeiry and balance, ig destroyed. In
i4s nlace there is subsiituied e concepiion of srace as something pel-
nanly weal, flowing from one room to the next. Openings bebween rooms
verce mede nuch wider than usuel. On the right side of tne plan the
Llade of library, music room and psrlor provided on uwninbterrupted
vigia of eighty-two feel in lengih when the sliding doors, over elghse

A

Temt wide, were open, The firevlace seen in the right side of the coury

in “he plan also degerves gpeciszl comment. It hes & low grate; the
nareel iz surmovnted by a larpe plece of lipghtly frosied glaos on
vilen ig delicetely etcned a classicistd =

L

37

Fioul tie flylnx female fhigure (Pomona),
anct throusgh which one can alimo : ic roon from the

conteel court.2?
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Interiors such ag those of the lockwood mansion provide pal-
pable proof that the extravagant living stendards we generally
associate with the 80s and 90¢ were merely refinements of tastes
acguired much earlier. The vestibule sets the tone. It ig large,
cold end impresggive; the f{loor is marble, it has corner niches for
marble statues® and the ceiling, ordiginally frescoed, is supported
by four columns of highly polished heavily mottled Florenltine marble
on porphery bases. A heayy black welnul mautel with 2 merble fire-
place, on the left, reaches almost to the ceiling. This vestibule leads
into the monumentsl central court (Fig. 76) whose plan haz tlready
been discussed; its parcuet floor, now covered over, was ipleid with
five different kinds of wood in ezn intricate abgiract desiogn oddly re-
minigscent of linoleum patterns of the 1920s and 30s. The graznd stalr-
cese to the left {Fig. 77), whose drematic sweep was perhaps unparall-
cled in American domestic architecture of the period,?l was executed
in bleeck walnul and roseweood inleid with satinwood. It leads up to
the second story gallery which encireles the court and affords easy
eccess fo all the bedroom sulies; the balusters of the gallery, hefore
eltcretions made by the sccond ovmer of the house, were black walnut
and bronze; the railing wes covered with scarlet plush supported by
gilded standards.

Returuing to the ground {loor, the rooms, counterclockwise, were
ag follows: flirgt a large snd pleasant library in black walnub open-
ing onto & btiled conservatory; then the music rooin (Fig. 78), its wood-
work of birds-eye maple and rosewood, with frescoed c Llllubs and side
walls, gilded moldings, eleborately draped windows, French furniture,
vonderiul plush otionan and fency cendelabra; finally the grand salon
{rig. 79), with woodwork of rosewood inleid with boxwood, ebony and
Lebenon cedar, gilded moidings, frescoed ceiling, Louls XV furniture,
and cherning 1itile oriel in the turret which served 2s a card room,
The dining room, in the center of the house directly opposiic ithe en-
trance, is with the librery the best preserved room on the ground floor,
Here we can still see the dark o=k, walnut and brasilwood weinscotiing,
tb@ huge mentels and slideboards so popular vefore the Epgtlekian Revolu~

tlon, "iaconcelvably ponderous monuments Lo gitebilit y’“BZ In sum, the

intericors of the Loclrooa mansion are probably the finest =nd the best

reserved of their kind in the United Stetes.”? fach of the upstalrs

bed ooas Was originally'dcc orated and frescoed in a different style
(c.g., Louis XV, koovish, ete.). ALl the bedroon sultes were furnished
with elaboreste dressing rooms fitted ous "with every convenicnee thab
iagenuity can suggest or the most generous expenditure pTOLure.“34
Iven the bathroom fixtures are interesting: each washstend--of marble,
of course--had ite own drinking founlein in addition to hol and cold
mning waler, Returning downsbtalirs once again, nove to the left of
the plan the two billierd roonmg, forty—five feet in length, with ed-
Joining wash room snd a "lunch room'" located under the grand stalrcase.
Irc*dﬂnually} the kitchen facilities in the rear were evidently ex-
wended in the course of construction: The pantry and laundry wing,
polvegonsl in shepe and capped on the exterior by & ploturesque
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turrey, were not a feature of the originsl working drawings.

. . . On September 24, 1859, "Black fridey," the bottom dropped
out of the market. Lockwood, along with many others, wes ruined.
3 & ¥ )

Bui Monday morning. so the story goes, he was back in Well Strect.
The Tirst thing he did wag turn over his house, which he ovmed free
and clear, to his crediicrs. A few months later he was able to regain

title to Elm Park which he then mortgaged hesvily--for some 0400 OWU«—

the Lake Shore Reilroad of which he was very conveniently the
Treasurer. Buy legend says that he never really gol over BTacP Friday.
He died of pneumonia on February 2%. 1872. The New York Stock Exchange
closed for the day of his funeral.

Later History of the Mansion

In 1873, following the panic of thalt year, the house with its
thirty-four acres of land was put up for sale (as vss glso Cooke's
Ogontz) and sdvertised as "the perfect home for a gentleman of taste,
evliure, and fortune, who is eble to avall himself of this gingwlar
opporvunity to obtaln & princely mansion at the ceost of & mederate
catbeblishment.’ n36 After a lengthy descripbion the adveriisement con-
cluded that it was "perhaps, the most perfect and elepant mension in
ica." The estate, in addition to the house, conbtained a gate lodge,
ener's cotbage, stables and stells for twelve horses, cerriage
e for itwenty vehicles, an ice house, bharn, greenhouses and ex-

e gardens. Bubt this was 1873... The house remained on the
et for ithree years before it found a buyer in the person of
Charles D, Mathews, carbonaited beverage king of Hew York, who pur-
-1
o

3
]

bra
BT
£u H

o)

g N

for a fraction of ite original cost (sums of $60,000 and
$?0,0GO are VQALOuSly‘“CDO“!”’ . The estate remained in the hands
of the Mathews femilyf umbil 1939 when 1t was lcased to the City
of Horwalk and finally purchased by the city in 1941 for $175,000
for a park and conversion o civie use.’ In Septembor 1951 Ehg
nenglon wes the scene of Norwall:'s Tricentennial celebreiion. Re-

cently the mansion was threatened by the new Connectiicul Throughwey;
the pile wes rerouted and demclition averited through Joint aciion of
the D.ARL, the Society for the Preservation of the Awmtiouwities of
norwsellr, and the former meyor of Horwalk, Mr. Irvinz C. Freesge. Al-
hough no action has yet besn taken, pTgﬂu are £1111 under considera-
tion for *the conversion of the bullding to s city hall or compuniy
centbor Tor the city of Horwelk. s

FOOTHO.

T . o . . . - . LT ek
~Sne Frederick A, Holdon.(nd . Dunbsr Lockweood, Descendants of Roberd
Tooimmood:  Colonial end Hevolutiloansry History oF Lhe Lechrood Family

in fperica From A.D, 1630, Pniladelphia, 1889, I, joO II, 4,89-93.
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For information of a personsl nature, I am indebted to & granddsughter,
Hilda Lockwood (Mrs. John F.)} O'Srien of New York and Franconia, N.H.
{letter of Oect. 3, 1952).

2For his testimony in the notoriung Crddit Mobilier scandal, see
Myers, History of the Great Arerican Fortunes, pp. 476-77.

e financed Dr. Isaac I. Hayes' third expedition to the Arctic (1869),
when he was accompanied by the marine painter, William Bradford.

The LeGrand Lockwood Prize st Dartmouth College, swarded for excellence
in debaiing, was established by him.

4p. 5, ecol. 3.

5 o . ‘s - .
Portfolio IX, No. 16, consisting of one study, seven working drawings
and 2 study for the pete lodge.

n. 1, pp. 213-14; Elsie Nicholas Danenberg, The Romance of Norwalk,
Hew York, 1929, p.314. I am a2lso indebied Lo Mr, Peter Collins,
architect, of Norwall, for informeiion regarding the house culled from
clippings from the Norwalk Hour.

Danenberg, p. 3L4.

ghmny'legends have grown up sboll the house and its owner, some of
which have been told to me by rg. Dorothy B. Chase of Norwalk {Chair-
man of the Committee for Norwall's [ricentennigl Celebrabion, 1951),
wno conducted me through the house in 1952, and by Thomas B. Goggins,

enployed from 1897 on by the Mathews family, second owmers of the house.

Phuck of my dinformation 1s derived from sdvertisements for the mansion
when it was put up for sele in 1873. A copy of one such ad Trom a

Mew Yook newspeper of Karch, 1873, is in Lienau, "Bilography; Menmora-
bilia,™ p. 18; another, a deseription and plans of "Elm Park: made

by Westonls in 1874, is in the possession of the City Plamming Com-
misclien, of which photostate were kindly forwarded to me by %Wr. Shapiro,
formerly Chairmen of the Commission.

in

Selleck, p.2l4.
11Post, p. 196
12

Pogt, ». 256 and n. 2.

(=

37he vearning for arisvocratic distinetion, reflected in architecture
in the adoption of the mansard rcofl (see anbe, 0. 104) snd the Newport
cothazes, found one of its mosh direct expressions in the ever increas-
ing nuober of establischments on Broadway devoted exclusively to fur-
nishing dnpressive genealories and Temily crests (o the weslthy middle
class. #or the 1850s sce Chambers {fhings as They Ave in fmerica,

. 179) end Grattan (Civilized fnexice, I, 208). Brovae's chapter,
Wieraldry on the Hudson, ' in ine Great Metropoiis (pp. 596 rf.)




_ ARG
LOCKNOOD-MATHEWS MANSION, ELM PARK <200
HABS No. CONH-265 (Page 14) ' it

e

indicates how important this fad had become by the later 00z. This

same period saw the adopiion of other sgeial patterns pased on those
of the arigiccracy, aslready nmentioned in comnection with Colonel

Ueugncuv Kane znd the Coacnln? Club (p. 135, N.1). Nobte too the be-

5Hnn1n of the trend for davghters of American millicnaires to merry

into the ranks of the nobility sbroad, of which the most conspicuous
cxample was that of Jennie, Larry Jerome's daughier, to Lord Randolph

Churchill. Hary iason Jones' daughter, also knowm as Mary llason Jones
(1820-1907) had anticipated this trend when she married Régis Denis

deKeredern, Baron deTrobriand, afterwards Conbe de Trobriand, snd

lLater a Major General in the J.S. hrmy.

L4The effect of an svenb-corus recalls occasional French practice,

as in an hotel Tue d'imsterdam (Callist, Paralléle, II, pl, 97),

wvhere 1% is used for siables and service qusriers.

15 . n P s

I.g., Petit, Chiteaux de Frence, .. . 1855~,, and slightly later,

Cleude Sauvegeot, Palsisg, chBteaux, hBtels, et maisonsg de France du XVe_gu

XWIlksidcle, Paris, 1867, in 4 vols.

Lz
Lopart culearly nobtlceable in the slde elevaticns.

1 f7.g., Comille ¥ertin, La Roenpissance en TFrance . . . . Pexis

/21913-61921_, Vol. I, pls. XC end pasgim.
2

lgﬁf., Legsus! hdtel avenue Montaigne #24 (fdams, Recueil, pls. 30,
31, @ngl _'); Calliat, Paralléle, I, pls. 104-~105; Daly,
L'Angi&g‘l e privée ay Alde siécle gous Napoleon ITT ., ., . Peris,
1864 f1st ed._of this imporiani work_"), II, ville suburbaine lére
classe, £, al, ols. 2, 3, 4, ete; A. Normend, Chitcau of Lisncourt,
Monitour des architecis, Vol. III (1868}, facede ols. 176-77, plan
»l. 171.

190f., Sebastieno Serlio,Lubte l'opere ¢'svehitettura . . . . Venice
1584, VII, »., 5, and pessim; Bernister Fletcher s drawinzs of Palladio's
Villa Capra, Vlcenza gives its dimensions in English feet (4 Higtory
of frchitecture , . . . 13th ed., New York, 1946, 0. 661).

“Diiangart s Chiitcau de darly (Hauwiccoeur, IIE, 573, Fig,449) wes the
prototype for most later verinnts which, according to Haubccoeur, en-

Joved widespread populsriby at the end of the éncien Régime (IV, 373-74,
16, 217, 219, 220). Tor ﬁo¢gna ses &.7., Giorgina ifesson,
Four Pallsdian Villes," Jownbry Life, CVIIZ (Jum 2, 1950), 1634-38,

.l * (4] i o ey - ) -
2lgee his robunda projects for the Government House, ﬁLcﬁﬂOﬂG and

his anonymous competition drawing for the White Fouse, Fiske FlmbclL
Domestic srchitecture of the fmerican Colonies ond aar?jgégpubilc,

p. 174, end Tig. 131, b. 171.

22E.g., Pope house, Lexington, bnnbucky,the Teyloe project, Washington,
ete., in Handlin, Benjamin Henry Lstrobe, New York, 1955, pp. 102-10,
Pigg, 7, &, 10.
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23page 175.

24Lafever, Mansion No. 3, pl. XCII; Vaux, Hogers house, Design No. 11
(1857 ed.) and No. 13 (1864 ed.).

25Sloan, Model Architect, Vol. I, Design IX, pl. XXXVI, and Homestead
Architecture, Philadelphia, 1867, Design XXXIV, cpposite p. 253; Holly,
Design 13, opposite p. 8l; Isaac H, Hobbs and Son, Hobbs' Architecture
. s+ » Philadelphia, 1873, Design LXXI, p. 163 (Design IXX, p. 161 in
1876 ed.)}.

26¢f. ante, p. 119. For the plan, see Villas on the Budson, pl. / 7_/.

27ar, Hamburg, Architekten- und Ingenieur-Verein, Hamburg's Privat-
bauten, Hamburg, 1877, pls. II (1872), XIV (1858), XX (1876), XXIII-IV,
especially Halle's villa for 8. Lowenstein (1873), XXIX (1866), XXXIX
(1874), LV (1876); also pls. L (1856) and XX (187), examples with octag-
onal couris. Carl Weichert, Das Stadthaus und die ¥illa . . . , 2d ed.,
Weimar, 1884, psssim, and pls. XXXVI, XXXVII.

28E.g., pl. 29, and passinm.

29R0bert Koch, whose study of Lowis Comfort Tiffany (unpubl. diss.,

Yale University, 1957) has made him thoroughly familiar with interiors
of this period, knows of no earlicr exasmple of this type of unusual
arrangement, though frosied glass doors and windows may be found between
rooms in some Greek Revival houses; after 1870 painted glass screens
became very populer {see Harper's, LXIX /1869/, 655 ff.), Koch, letter
of April 11, 1957.

30 This type of formal wvestibule is often seen in French early 18th
century architecture: e.g., Cuvillies' Falkenlust, Ch@%eau de Bruhl and
Blondel's Maison Cramer in Coligny (Hautecoeur, Vol. III, 87, Fig. 66,
and 101, Fig. 73).

31Cf., however, Henry Austin's Victoria mansion, Portland, Me., called
to my attention by Carroll Meeks,

32An apt phrase of Miss Lichten's, p. 92.

33pn opinion which is shared by Robert Koch of Norwalk, but not merely
put of loeal patriotism; ses also Wecks'! statement in Prominent Families
of Mew York, p. 400, I am indebted to Koch for several photographs of
the interior decoration of the second floor bedrooms. A sad post seript:
a visit to the mansion on Sept. 28, 1957 revealed that the bullding has
been permitted to deteriorate considerebly in the last year or two.

There has been g great deal of vandalism and apparently almost all the
olé furniture has disappcared. Many of the rooms are now locked,

34Guoted from 1873 newspaper adveriigement in Lienau, p. 18.

3%he resolutions passed by the Stock Exchange at a meeting of Feb. 26,
1872, ave cited in Holden and Laughlin (Lockwood Family, II, 491),
together with others by the Danbury & Norwalk Rallroad, the Pacific
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MailSteam Ship Company, New York & Bastern Railroad. and Second
Avenue Hailroad (ihdd. pp. 491-94).

3 I .

’6Quoteu from 1873 newespaper advertisemend.
3 char rles Thompson Mathews (1804-1934), architect and author of the
;_e ¢ under the Volois, New York, 1893, best lmown for the

sl
aLsSealll
hapel of St. Patrick's Cathedral, was the son of second ovmer.

it.

T
Lady C

£
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S8 1n crestingly enough, it was suggested already in 1974 (The Scntinel,
Nov. 17, cited by Denenberg, p. 315) that the grounds be used as a
puslic park and the building converted to municipzl usc, In 1887

there was talk of using the building for a county courthouse but
Bridgeport outbid Norwalk

39George R. Brunjes, Mayor, City of Norwelk, letiter of April 16,
1957, In 1950 Holden McLaughlin fssoclates of New York compleied a

preliminary survey on the cost ($197,000) of converting the mansion
Lor usc as a city hall. Mr. Arthur C. Holden recently informed me
that nothing further has becen done (conversation of April 13, 1957),
though the plan has the partial backing of the Norwelk Planning
Cormission (see site plan, "Proposed Civic Cenber for Veblerans
Yemorial Park,” Msrk Aug. 18, 1956, p. 1, kindly forwerded to me by
Hobert Koech). The editorial (ibid., p. 12) pleads for the preserva-
tion of the mansion and conversion to use as a community center Lor
lectures, exhibits, ete.

Preparcd by Bobert Xoch, Chsirmen
Art Department,
Sowvuthern-Comnecticut

State College
AND
Osmund R. Overdy,
Architect
Hetionsl Perk Service
Decenber 1960.
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